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Urban Water TMU Welcomes New Academic
Director Dr. Kimberley Gilbride

In Fall 2024, Dr. Claire Oswald passed the baton to Dr. Kim Gilbride as new
Academic Director of Urban Water TMU. The Academic Director of Urban Water
brings cohesion to the research strategy of the Centre and focusses on the academic
programming.
 
Huge thanks to Claire for her contributions 2020-2024 in particular founding the
external seminar series and championing multidisciplinary projects like ‘wastewater
surveillance of Covid-19’ which later became a flagship project for the Centre. Claire
will continue to be deeply involved in the Centre as part of the Executive Team.

With this we welcome Dr. Kim Gilbride! Kim has been an active contributor to Urban
Water for more than a decade. Kim has led many multidisciplinary research projects for
the Centre, and is currently part of the Smart Blue Roof research team.  

 Please see more on Kim here

Welcoming Mike Goffin as the new SPPDI Bruce
Water Policy Fellow

Urban Water TMU welcomes Mike
Goffin as the latest SPPDI Bruce
Water Policy Fellow! Mike is one of
Canada’s most experienced water
policy leaders. With more than 40 years
of experience at Environment and
Climate Change Canada, Mike was
instrumental in negotiating the Canada-
US Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement, and led in the creation
of the Canada Water Agency. 

Mike has generously engaged with
Urban Water researchers and students
and we look forward to many policy
discussions and initiatives in the next
year. 

Please see more on Mike here. 

Urban Water Hosted Downstream 2024!

On October 25th, Urban Water TMU hosted Downstream 2024! Downstream is an
immersive networking experience for young professionals creatively curated by Actual
Media. Young professionals gathered in round table microsessions to pose
questions to experienced professionals from the water sector.

Huge thanks to the 10 experts who provided mentorship to the more than 60
ambitious students and recent graduates!

Please see more on our website here

Greening the TMU Campus!

This summer, the Urban Water Student Leadership Committee engaged TRCA's
Restoration and Resource Management team to plant trees downtown. The result
is more than 100 new trees and shrubs planted across TMU's downtown campus in
Fall 2024, with a second, student-led planting event planned in Spring 2025 in
partnership with TRCA's Community Outreach and Education team.

This initiative is a great example of greening and increasing tree canopy in urban
downtown environments. Well done Student Leadership Committee!

Please see more on our website here

Introducing the 2024 Winner of the Nicholas Reid
Memorial Award - Tanjot Grewal!

This year’s Nicholas Reid Memorial Award recipient is Tanjot Grewal, a Master’s
student in the Environmental Applied Science and Management Program at TMU!

Tanjot is an extraordinary leader who empowers youth to take meaningful action
in water stewardship. In the last few years, Tanjot has mentored hundreds of
students, has hosted many community events, and applied for grants to
subsidize these activities, has brought together community and public sector
organizations that wouldn’t otherwise connect. 

Please see more on our website here

The IWA World Water Congress 2024 comes to
Toronto!

Urban Water’s Dr. Elsayed Elbeshbishy led the Host Organizing Committee for
the International Water Association World Water Congress 2024 and galvanized
TMU’s participation. Urban Water had a booth in the Canadian Pavilion and met
hundreds of delegates during the week long Congress. Urban Water researchers from
environmental chemistry, chemical and civil engineering, geospatial analytics, and
public policy attended and presented their research. And many students volunteered,
presented, and experienced amazing networking! 

The Congress gathered an international audience of more than 10,000 thought-
leaders, decision makers, researchers, and business leaders to focus on water
solutions to shape our water future.

Urban Water TMU hosts 15th Annual EnSciMan
Symposium

Recently, the PhD students in the Environmental Applied Science and
Management Program hosted a Symposium focused on empowering youth to
become involved and tackle climate change. Speakers included thought leaders
like: Imogen Coe and Brooke Filsinger from TMU, Jess Ilan Wainer from
Rainforest Reliance, and Susan Debreceni from the University of Toronto Trash
Team. 

The Symposium brought together students and researchers from science, engineering,
geography, public health, and food security, as well as, partners and collaborators from
government and non-profit organizations.
 
Please see more on our website here

Recent Publications of Full Members

Full Members are highly involved in the Centre and are regular contributors to Urban
Water research projects and initiatives. Check out their recent publications below and a
full list of publications on the UW website linked here. 
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