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Think Covid-19 Has Wiped Out Retail? Think Again.

Some of the fastest growing companies, according to Canadian Business magazine, are
companies in the Retail sectorl A crisis like Covid-19, although devastating in many ways,
created opportunity for businesses, and the Retail sector is a perfect example of an industry

being re-engineered as we speak.
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Yes, the brick-and-mortar companies like the Bay, Gap, and Victoria’s Secret have been
negatively impacted by Covid, with significantly lower revenues, and sweeping lay-offs> but
several Canadian companies are emerging and growing at a very, very fast rate!

Local and International Retailers are Expanding!

Companies like Ikea, Second Cup, Ray Ban, Levi’s and many others have begun to expand
in Canada, having opened new store outlets. Ikea most recently announced it plans to open a
downtown urban format store right outside of TMU’s campus in late 2021!°

According to Retail Insider, 2020 saw at least 13 international brands enter Canada’ One of
these brands is ba&sh, a French women’s fashion brand which opened two locations in Toronto
and Montreal. Below are some other brands expanding to the Canadian retail landscape.
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Retailers Need Diverse Skills

Yes, Retailers need expertise in operations, merchandising, and supply chain management,
but companies in this sector are also actively recruiting graduates in marketing, human
resources, IT, and accounting. Click on the corporate logos below to explore current career
opportunities for just a few Retailers in Canada.

amazonca Wloblaws @)~rTicLe.

Five Fastest Growing Retailers That May Surprise You!

According to The Global and Mail Annual Ranking_on The Fastest Growing_Canadian
Companies, here are the top 5 Retailers by revenue growth: 8

CA-LLIA Flycurish silk&snow

Sells sustainable

flowers across ancake mix available i mattresses through e-
Canada g Canada and the U S commerce and retail
. silkandsnow.com/en-ca

callia.com/en-ca flourishpancakes.com

thighsociety | EQSUKOSHI MART

Retailer of Asian lifestyle

Sells and manufactures products, K-beauty and K-
anti-chafing slip shorts pop
thighsociety.ca sukoshimart.com

Advice from our Students

“ My name is Nikki, and | am a 4th Year student
specializing in Retail Management. | recently completed
a work term this past summer as a Marketing Intern at
Unilever Canada, wherein | led and launched a variety of
digital marketing communications and retailer.com
initiatives. Regardless of your path or industry, my main
pieces of advice are:
1.Follow your passion. This is the only way you can ever
fully find your purpose and meaning in your journey.
2.Don’t be afraid to seek help. Leverage career services
NIKKI like the Business Career Hub and ask for guidance from
your network.



https://callia.com/en-ca
https://thighsociety.ca/
http://www.flourishpancakes.com/
https://sukoshimart.com/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/rob-magazine/top-growing-companies/article-canadas-top-growing-companies-2023/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/rob-magazine/top-growing-companies/article-canadas-top-growing-companies-2023/
https://www.silkandsnow.com/en-ca/

Private Label

A private label is a proprietary brand

owned and created by a Retailer and sold
exclusively by them. Over the past few years,
companies like Amazon have increased their

Category Management

Category Management is a collaborative
process between retailers and manufacturers
to maximize sales and profitability, deliver
customer value and meet consumer and

shopper needs through the strategic
management of product categories.

presence with an ‘Amazon Basics’ line as it
has become more popular with consumers.

RMG 913 - Retail Private Label

For students interested in retail, product
management, buying, and merchandising this
project based course will examine the role of
private label in many retail categories from
hard goods and food to fashion.

RMG 806 - Category Management

Take this course to become a Certified
Professional Category Analyst - the only
course in Canada accredited by the Category
Management Association, an industry
standard for grocery and packaged goods.

Want to Learn More For Free?

NRF is the world’s largest Retail Trade
Association. They celebrate, educate and
inspire the people who power the Retalil
industry. Learn more about them.
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RCCoN-AR

RCC On-Air is a new, on-demand resource to
educate you and keep you up to date on the latest
tech, consumer trends, and legislative issues
affecting Retail.

The Voice of Retail - Podcast
A weekly podcast hosted by Retail veteran Michael
LeBlanc. Along with expert commentary and
interviews, he takes listeners through a curated
look at the top Retail stories in Canadian, U.S. and
International Retail.
Click Here

[ Learn More ]

Impacts of COVID-19 on Retail

Want to learn more about the impact of
Covid-19 on the Retail industry?
This report, released by Deloitte, has
key industry insights on what a post-
Covid world will look like.
Click Here

RSA

RETAIL STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Retail Insider
Retail Insider is the leader in showcasing Canadian
Retail news, opinions, and analysis. They also
publish a daily eNewsletter on the most recent
Retail news.

[SubscribeHere] [ Visit website ]

The Retail Students Association
represents and educates students on the
careers in Retail, through offering events,

workshops and the annual Ted Rogers
Retail Conference.
To learn more about the RSA click below:
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Top 10 Tech Trends
Retail is evolving rapidly and there are many
technological impacts that will happen over the
next few years - read this Forbes article to learn
about the biggest tech trends and the impact they
will have.



https://www.linkedin.com/company/retail-students%27-association/about/
https://www.instagram.com/tedrogersrsa/
https://www.facebook.com/ryersonrsa
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/ca/Documents/finance/ca-en-covid-19-voice-of-canadians-and-impact-to-retailers-aoda.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2019/11/25/the-top-10-technology-trends-in-retail-how-tech-will-transform-shopping-in-2020/?sh=990ae794e039
https://www.retailcouncil.org/videos/
https://www.retailcouncil.org/the-voice-of-retail-podcast/
https://www.torontomu.ca/calendar/2024-2025/courses/retail-management/RMG/913/
https://www.torontomu.ca/calendar/2024-2025/courses/retail-management/RMG/806/
https://nrf.com/about-us
https://retail-insider.com/subscribe/
https://retail-insider.com/subscribe/
https://retail-insider.com/subscribe/
https://retail-insider.com/

Visit the Business Career Hub

Employer Events Bootcamps/Prep Programs Coaching & Mock Interview
The BCH hosts several Advance your technical and For career coaching,
employer events to prepare soft skills, earn digital badges, interview prep and more,
you for your professional and gain an advantage in schedule a 1:1 appointment
career. Refer to your weekly today’s workforce through with a Career Consultant or
'BCH Careers Newsletter' bootcamps. Click here to a Co-op Coordinator.
for a list of upcoming register for current
events. bootcamps.
@ TedRogersBCH @ Business Career Hub Website n TedRogersBCH

Career Consultant Contributor

Alethia Davis-Hecker

Alethia is a Career Consultant and UWindsor Alumni with 6+ years of
experience in the career services industry, and is founder of SMILE (non-
profit). She is passionate about encouraging individuals to live fruitful lives
and aspire to greatness!
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Student Contributor

Huzaifa Memon

Huzaifa is a 4th year Retail Management co-op student who has completed
work terms at Staples in Retail Technology and Operations, and worked at
BCH as a Digital Publishing Project Coordinator.
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https://www.torontomu.ca/tedrogersschool/business-career-hub/students/events/
https://trsmportal.force.com/s/onlinescheduler?processId=a3n4p000005nbKhAAI&whereid=a3j4p000003RZH9AAO
https://www.torontomu.ca/tedrogersschool/business-career-hub/bootcamp/bootcamp-schedule/
https://www.torontomu.ca/tedrogersschool/business-career-hub/bootcamp/bootcamp-schedule/
https://www.torontomu.ca/tedrogersschool/business-career-hub/bootcamp/bootcamp-schedule/
https://www.instagram.com/tedrogersbch/
https://www.facebook.com/TedRogersBCH/
https://www.torontomu.ca/tedrogersschool/business-career-hub/

