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School of Policy Studies Message
Dear Delegates:

Welcome to this year’s 3rd Annual Health Policy, Programming and Practice Event!  We 
are delighted to be hosting this year’s event, in partnership with the Faculty of Community 

Services.  The event this year has focused on the theme of priority populations. This is 
a very timely and current issue that touches on so many public policy and programming 

concerns in Ontario and Canada today, particularly in the face of the growing health 
inequities gap. The agenda and roster of speakers reflects diverse issues associated with 

the challenges and successes in health policy-making, services delivery, and care for 
priority populations in Ontario and Canada, including  seniors, Indigenous 

children and families, homeless, racialized women, refugee and immigrant populations, to 
name a few.  As a result, we have taken an interdisciplinary 

approach to developing the event’s content, cutting across Ryerson 
University faculties and external health and social sectors in Ontario and 
Canada to ensure an exciting and engaging opportunity for you to learn, 

dialogue and network.  

I hope you enjoy the event.  Lastly, I would like to take the opportunity to thank the 
moderators and speakers for agreeing to participate, the sponsors, the 
supporters, and the students and staff who helped to make this event 

possible, Siu Mee Cheng, Mary Beth Kraay, Elizabeth Choi and Mustafa Koç. 

Sincerely,
Ron Vogel, PhD
Director of PhD in Policy Studies & Professor of Politics and Public Administration
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MORNING PROGRAM 
Time Topic Speaker(s) 
8:00-8:30AM Registration  

8:30-9:00AM 
(POD 250) 

Introductions  • MCs:  Siu Mee Cheng & Mary Beth Kraay 
• Dr. Pamela Sugiman, Dean, Faculty of Arts 
• Dr. Ron Vogel, Program Director, School of Policy Studies  

9:00-10:15AM 
(POD 250) 

Keynote Speaker • Dr. D. Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health, Ministry of 
Health and Long Term Care, Ontario 

10:15-10:30 Break & Networking 
10:30AM-
12:00PM 
(POD 250) 

Plenary Policy Panel:  
Exploring the health policy 
issues, challenges, 
successes, and lessons 
learned for Indigenous, 
mental health and addictions 
and senior’s populations 

• (Moderator):  Theresa Boyle, Journalist, The Star 
• Dr. Margo Greenwood, Academic Lead, National 

Collaborating Centre on Aboriginal Health  
• Ms. Camille Quenneville, CEO, Canadian Mental Health 

Addictions - Ontario  
• Dr. Samir Sinha, Seniors, Director, Sinai Health Systems 

12:00-12:45 Lunch (POD 250) 



 
 

  

AFTERNOON PROGRAM 
Time Topic Speaker(s) 

12:45-2:15PM 
(POD 250) 

Plenary Programming 
Panel: 
Exploring the programming 
and care issues, challenges, 
successes and lessons 
learned for  homeless 
populations, racialized 
women, and immigrant and 
refugee populations 

• (Moderator) Theresa Boyle, Journalist, Toronto Star 
• Ms. Cathy Crowe, RN, C.M., BAAN, Street Nurse, 

Distinguished Visiting Practitioner, Ryerson 
• Ms. Notisha Massaquoi, ED, Women’s Health in Women’s 

Hands Community Health Centre & Faculty, Ryerson 
• Dr. Paul Caulford, MD, co-founder, Medical Director, The 

Canadian Centre for Refugee and Immigrant Healthcare 

2:15-2:30 Break & Networking   

2:30-3:45PM 
 

Concurrent Sessions Session A: Ageing (Jorgenson Hall, 7th Floor, JOR-730) 

• (Moderator) Siu Mee Cheng, PhD ABD, CHE, Ryerson 
University & Executive Director, Canadian Centre for 
Accreditation 

• Christina Bisanz, CEO, CHATs & 	Councillor & Ward 7, 
Newmarket Town Council  

• Sujata Ganguli, Senior Director of Community Services, 
Reconnect Community Health Services 

Session B:  Food Security (Jorgenson Hall, 10th Floor, JOR-
1043)   

• (Moderator) Dr. Mustafa Koç, Professor, Sociology, 
Ryerson University  

• Margaret Bancerz, MES, PhD ABD, Ryerson University 
• Japji Anna Bas, MA, PhD ABD, York University 
• Debbie Field, Distinguished Visiting Practitioner, Centre 

for Studies in Food Security, Ryerson University 
• Marian Yusuf, Consultant, Toronto Food Strategy, 

Toronto Public Health 

Session C:  Chronic Illness (Podium Building, POD-250)  

• (Moderator) Mary Beth Kraay, School of Policy Studies, 
Ryerson 

• Dr. Chandrakant. P. Shah, Professor Emeritus, Dalla 
Lana School of Public Health and Hon. Consulting 
Physician, Anishnawbe Health Toronto 

• Dr. Farah Islam, PhD Epidemiology, York University 
• Donna Koller, PhD, 	School of Early Childhood Studies, 

Ryerson, Adjunct Scientist, Research Institute, The 
Hospital for Sick Children  

Session D:  Fireside Chat with Dr. Margo Greenwood 
exploring Indigenous Health Policy, Programming & Practice 
issues in Canada ( Jorgenson Hall, 8th Floor, JOR802) 

• (Moderator) Ashley Richardson, PhD ABD, Policy 
Studies, Ryerson University 

• Dr. Margo Greenwood,  Academic Lead, National 
Collaborating Centre on Aboriginal Health 

3:45PM Adjournment 



Planners and Volunteers

Siu Mee Cheng
Mary Beth Kraay
Elizabeth Choi
Mustafa Koç

Contact the School of Policy Studies, Faculty of Arts

350 Victoria Street
Office: JOR-731

Toronto, ON, Canada   M5B 2K3
t: 416.979.5000, ext. 7869

f: 416.979.5289 
policystudies@ryerson.caryerson.ca/graduate/policystudies/
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