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Abstract

Although there is a growing number of migrants settling in smaller Canadian cities, there are
few studies that explore the role of space and place in shaping and enhancing newcomers’ lived
experiences in smaller communities. Much of the attention has focused on how to settle and
integrate migrants through factors such as employment, housing, and language and less so on
how migrants perceive and experience space and place which is conducive to building a sense
of belonging and a welcoming community. This research centres the theory of the production
of space to gain a better understanding of the interactions between space, place and people.
Specifically, it engaged immigrants, refugees and foreign workers from nine smaller cities across
Canada to use Photovoice to capture and describe their day-to-day spatial practices and lived
experiences in the communities they resided in. Photovoice is a powerful and inclusive tool that
empowers marginalized communities to engage in social and policy change by critically
reflecting and presenting their personal narratives and articulating their needs and
perspectives. Stories matters when it comes to the understanding of the complexity of
migrants’ lived experiences in smaller communities and migrants’ agency in shaping those
places and their rights to claim space.
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