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Abstract

Despite an increasing attention to images in the study of world politics, traditional
methodological approaches are yet quite limited when it comes to analysing how meaning is
produced. This is especially true with references to issues such as mobility, migration policies,
identity, and agency. In this sense, given the role that images have in world affairs — by
contributing to the process of meaning production — an analysis of governance that
acknowledges the importance of the notion of productive power, needs to be extended to
visual representation. Given the role of images today communicative sphere and the multiple
ways in which digital technologies and social media are transforming the governance landscape,
providing new avenues for new actors and transforming power relations between the existing
actors, this paper proposes a framework to theorize the role of images in migration governance.
It is advanced that this new theoretical approach should firstly address all different relevant
layers of governance: not only policies, practices, regulations but also
discourses/representations. Secondly, it should include all relevant actors (not only actors at the
macro and meso level but also individuals acting at the micro level). Finally, the proposed
theoretical framework should be based on the understanding that the role of images in
migration governance should be thought of on the basis of an iterative approach between the
image/visual communication sphere and the governance realm.
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