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Abstract

The expansive and proliferating field visualizing global migration encompasses traditional and
new media forms, institutional and amateur producers, high and low cultural objects, and
circulates among communities across the globe. On one end, forensic mapping, including data
regarding points of entry, drownings at sea, migrant demographics, asylum claims; on the
other, humanitarian accounts of singular, iconic, stories of human drama. | argue that this
tension between the forensic and the humanitarian organizes the visual field of the migrant
crisis, and—depending on where one is located on the continuum—delimits the character of
the ‘crisis’. This paper will discuss how the image operations at play in visualizing migratory
movement are supported by platforms, institutions and broader operations of power of
border regimes. They trigger strong public responses, mobilize civil society, alternately
organize networks of support and lobbying for refugee rights, or animate nationalist and
protectionist responses. | end by examining activist and artistic uses of migrant movement
data that challenge the models of surveillance and control in operation by national and para-
state organizations.
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