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Abstract

There has never been a full-scale examination of the complex and prolonged negotiations that
led to the drafting of the 1967 Protocol, and in fact it’s described — even on the UNHCR’s own
site —as an “amendment” to the 1951 Convention. In fact, the Protocol is a separate treaty,
negotiated at a time of tremendous international upheaval, and promoted by the United States
which acceded to it in 1968. The meaning of this in terms of migration governance hasn’t been
considered. This presentation will discuss the monumentality of it all and draw attention to the
role that the civil rights movement — depicted in an array of horrifying images that were
transmitted worldwide — may have played in the process.
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